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Research Profile: 
Dr. Pierre Tonnerre earned his Ph.D. in Immunology and Immunogenetics from the University of 
Nantes. He subsequently joined the Massachusetts General Hospital and Harvard Medical School, where 
he investigated antigen-specific T cell responses during acute and chronic viral infections. He then 
pursued postdoctoral training at Institut Pasteur before establishing his own research group at Saint-
Louis Hospital in Paris within the Inserm U1342 unit at the Institut de Recherche Saint-Louis (IRSL). 
A recipient of a Marie Skłodowska-Curie Fellowship and laureate of the ATIP-Avenir program, Dr. 
Tonnerre now leads the “Cellular Immunity in Cancers and Infections” team. His laboratory studies T 
cell responses across a broad spectrum of human diseases, with a particular focus on cancer and 
infectious diseases. The team aims to decipher how T cell heterogeneity, differentiation, and functional 
plasticity shape the quality and durability of human immune responses, and how these properties can be 
leveraged to design more effective immunotherapies and vaccination strategies.  
Dr. Tonnerre supervises several students and early-career researchers and regularly reviews manuscripts 
for international peer-reviewed journals. He also serves as an external reviewer for national and 
international funding agencies. He is a member of the ANRS CSS12 Scientific Commission and 
coordinates several collaborative research programs funded by national agencies, foundations, and 
pharmaceutical companies. He is also an active member of the FHU TRANSVIR, where he contributes 
to collaborative research on antiviral immune responses in immunocompromised individuals and the 
development of antiviral T-cell therapies. 
 
Professional experiences: 

 

ATIP-Avenir Team Leader at Institut de Recherche Saint-Louis (IRSL), INSERM 
UMR1342, Paris, France.  
 

Senior Postdoctoral fellow at Institut de Recherche Saint-Louis, Inserm U976, 
Paris, France.  
 

Senior Postdoctoral fellow at Institut Pasteur, Paris, France.  
 
 

Postdoctoral fellow at Massachusetts General Hospital and Harvard Medical 
School, Boston, USA. 
 

Graduate student at Center for Research in Transplantation and 
Immunotherapy, INSERM UMR1064, University of Nantes, Nantes, France. 
 

Academic degrees: 
Mar. 2024     Habilitation à Diriger des Recherches, Université Paris Cité, France. 
 

Nov. 2012     Ph.D. in immunology and immunogenetics, University of Nantes, France. 
       

June 2009     Master in Biology, Biotechnology and Therapeutical Research, University of   
    Nantes, France. 
 

Awards & Funding 
2025    University Hospital Federation (FHU), TRANSVIR, (WP co-leader). 
2025    Grant, ANRS, CSS12 (Viral Hepatitis) (Coordinator). 
2024   CIFRE doctoral fellowship, Parean Biotechnologies (H. LE, Thesis director).  
2023   Grant, les laboratoires Servier, (Coordinator). 
2023   Doctoral fellowship La Ligue Contre le Cancer, (M. BOSSIS, Thesis director). 
2022   Grant, Agence National de la Recherche (ANR), (WP leader). 
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2022   Grant “Émergence”, Cancéropôle Ile de France, (Co-leader). 
2022   Lauréat du programme ATIP-Avenir, INSERM / CNRS, (Coordinator). 
2021   CIFRE doctoral fellowship, Servier (A. DIAZ-HERRERO, Thesis co-director). 
2021   Grant, ANRS, CSS12 (Viral Hepatitis) (Partner). 
2020   Lauréat bourse individuelle Marie Skłodowska-Curie (Recipient). 
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